








| got into Brent Street Studics, which
is a performing arts school. They
mainly focus on dance but they do
singing and acting as well. | got
into that straight out of high school
and did it full time for two years and
then | gof an agent in Sydney and
stuck around there. Melbourne has
|ust as much going on down there,
so either ity 1s worthwhile living in.

HOW DID YOU GET STARTED AS A
PERFORMER?

| never had a strong feeling that |
wanted to be a performer. | only got
info it because of Mum... | was in
Year /7 af school, around 13 years
of age | guess, and | was super shy,
ridiculously shy and Mum gof me to
go fo a speech and drama lady just
to get me out of my shell.

| wanted to be an NBA basketball
player, that was my goal but Mum
conned me info it by saying, “When
you are in the NBA you are going
to have to do interviews and press
conferences, you are going to
have to be able fo talk to people
properly.” She got me to go to this
lady and | was there for a while,
and she got me to do a reading in
an Eisteddfod in Ballarat. That was
kind of cool but | was freaking out
before it.

| rermember | was competitor
number 7. Number 6’s reading
seemed to go forever and | was
thinking, ‘Cool, she might read the
whole book and | won't have to get
up’ (laughs) but | ended up reading
a piece from Tomorrow When the
War Began, and | actually didn’t
mind if. | didn’t think much of it
after that and then | was on the way
home from a cross country event in
Melbourne and Mum said she got
me an audition for a local show in
Ballarat. | was like, “Why did you
do that? I've never done singing,
dancing, any of it.” She was like,
“Well, you have been going to this
lady and you did a good reading.”
| was 15 at the time and frecking
out.

The auditioning was for Oliver!
and | went in and sang the only
song | knew, which was the Clympic
theme song at the time, | think it
was called the Power of the Dream.
So | sang this Olympic theme song
at my audition and they got me
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SCHOOL, YOU PICKED UP TIPS FROM
WATCHING OTHER ACTORS.

Acting school gives you the
foundation and technique, if you
want to have one, it really lays all
of the groundwork for you but then
there are things thaf you |ust can't
learn at acting school that you learn
on set. You spend so much time
understanding the characfer and
then when you get on the film set
it's kind of like, | am just one little
part of this, one grain of salt in this
big collaborative group that makes
this thing happen and it really

puts a perspective on things. lt's a
really cool perspective because you
are doing something creative but
everyone else is doing something
creative as well, just different — like
the lighting guys, the DOP (Director
of Photography).

DO YOU GET FREE ACTING ADVICE FROM
FAMILY AND FRIENDS?

(Laughs) Yeah, when they are
being smart-arses | do. They say
things like, “Oh, what sort of face
were you pulling there2” My sister,
Teagan, is quite in fune with this
stuff and | like getting her opinion
because it doesn’t come from

an acting point of view, it is the
audience’s point of view.

HOW DO YOU RELAX OFF SET?

| am pretty sort of low key. | like
going to see live bands and | love
sports and | play a bit of basketball.
| was playing in a team but | had

a job on so | had to stop that for a
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little while, but hopefully | will get
back into it. Other than that | like
irying to slow down and gef some
life balance, | try to find that country
vibe in Sydney. So whether that is
just going to the water and thinking,
or reading about a job that is
coming up, or going to hear live
music, something that gives me a
little outlet. | find in Sydney you can
be running around constantly and
your head is going a million miles
an hour and you can get so caught
up in it, even just driving around is
stressful. So when | am not working
| just try to find somewhere | can
level out, relax and hang out with
friends.

WHAT WILL WE SEE YOU IN NEXT?

y

| have |ust finished a guest role in
on a TV show called Janef King,
which is a spin off from Crownies
that aired two years ago. That will
be on the ABC later in the year. |
got to play this weasely bikie, a kind
of wannabe bikie who gets himself
into frouble. There is also another
indie type film that | did that they
are finishing up at the moment, and
then | will probably go to the States
and put the feelers out when Drift

is released over there, which will be
August 2. | will try to make some
inroads and work with some really
talented people. So hopefully, Drift
can generate something for me,
but if not, | don’t plan on stopping
anytime soon. | will find a way to
get there one way or the other. W
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